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SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR GRADES 7 & 8

I have compiled this list to share some terrific reads for young adults.  It is in no way inclusive.  It contains books from a variety of genre and reading levels.  It includes award-winning books, many of which are young adult readers’ choice awards.  Entries include the title, author, copyright date, approximate reading level, page numbers, and summary. YA=Young Adult

Most of these books can be found at the Spring Grove Middle School Media Center.  With a signed parental permission slip, students may check out these books for summer use.  Mrs. Heiser, Middle School Librarian
Airborn/ Kenneth Oppel. 2005, YA, 355p

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.

Al Capone Does My Shirts/ Choldenko, Gennifer. 2004, RL6.5, 225p

When his father gets a job as an electrician at Alcatraz, Moose's family moves to the famous prison island. Moose butts heads with the warden's scheming daughter and gets help from a surprising source for his older sister, who exhibits the symptoms of autism (the book is set in 1935, before the disease was identified). 

Among the Impostors/ Haddix, Margaret Peterson. 2001, RL 5.2, 172p 
In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, third-born Luke has been in hiding for the entire twelve years of his life, until he enters boarding school under an assumed name and is forced to face his fears.

The Andromeda Strain/ Crichton, Michael. 2003, c1969, RL 6.6, 331p 
For five days, American scientists struggle to identify and control a deadly new form of life.

The Amaranth enchantment/ Berry, Julie. 2010, RL 6, 308p.
Orphaned at age five, Lucinda, now fifteen, stands with courage against the man who took everything from her, aided by a thief, a clever goat, and a mysterious woman called the Witch of Amaranth, while the prince she knew as a child prepares to marry, unaware that he, too, is in danger.
Aria of the Sea/ Calhoun, Dia. 2003, RL 5.0, 264p 
In the magical kingdom of Windward, thirteen-year-old Cerinthe arrives at the Royal Dancing School, where she finds herself torn between the two careers of dancer and healer. 
Ask Me No Questions/ Budhos. 2006, YA, 162p

"Ginee Seo Books." Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but the expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and terror for the whole family.

The Ballad of Lucy Whipple/ Cushman, Karen. 1998, RL 5.5, 218p 
In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town.

The Beasties / William Sleator. 1999, RL 5.5, 198 p.

When fifteen-year-old Doug and his younger sister Colette move with their parents to a forested wilderness area, they encounter some weird creatures whose existence is threatened by loggers and who require human donors to survive.

Becoming Naomi Leon/ Pam Munoz Ryan. 2004, RL 6.8, 239p

When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.
Before We Were Free/ Alvarez, Julia. 2002, RL 7.3, 167p 
In the early 1960s in the Dominican Republic, twelve-year-old Anita learns that her family is involved in the underground movement to end the bloody rule of the dictator, General Trujillo.

Blackwater/ Bunting, Eve.  1999, RL 5.0, 146p 
When a boy and girl are drowned in the Blackwater River, thirteen-year-old Brodie must decide whether to confess that he may have caused the accident.
Blue Wolf/Catherine Creedon. 2005, RL6.3, 182p

Following the death of his mother, fourteen-year-old Jamie is sent to live with his mysterious aunt in the wilds of the Pacific Northwest, where he discovers some long-hidden family secrets.


Boston Jane : an Adventure/ Holm, Jennifer L. 2002, RL 8.2, 273p 
Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory.


The Boy in the Burning House/ Wynne-Jones, Tim. 2000, RL YA, 213p 
Trying to solve the mystery of his father's disappearance from their rural Canadian community, fourteen-year-old Jim gets help from the disturbed Ruth Rose, who suspects her stepfather, a local pastor.
The Boy Who Dared / Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. 2008, RL 4.9, 202 p.
Novel based on the true story of a Hitler Youth.;Includes bibliographical references (p. 199-202). In October 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distributing anti-Nazi leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about Hitler and the war to the German people.

Bridge to America/ Glaser, Linda. 2005, 200p

"Based on a true story." Eight-year-old Fivel narrates the story of his family's Atlantic Ocean crossing to reunite with their father in the United States, from its desperate beginning in a shtetl in Poland in 1920 to his stirrings of identity as an American
Bronx Masquerade/ Grimes, Nikki. 2002, RL YA, 167p 
While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates. 

Bucking the Sarge/ Curtis, Christopher Paul.2004, RL YA, 239p
Deeply involved in his cold and manipulative mother's shady business dealings in Flint, Michigan, fourteen-year-old Luther keeps a sense of humor while running the Happy Neighbor Group Home For Men, all the while dreaming of going to college and becoming a philosopher.

Chasing the Falconers/ Gordon Korman. 2005, RL 5.1, 154p

Aiden and Meg Falconer must escape from a juvenile detention center in order to prove their parents innocent of charges which would put them in jail for life.
A Child Called "It : One Child's Courage to Survive/ Pelzer, David J. 1995, RL YA, 184p
David Pelzer, victim of one of the worst child abuse cases in the history of California, tells the story of how he survived his mother's brutality and triumphed over his past.
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice/Phillip M Hoose
Nine months before Rosa Parks became famous, fifteen-year-old high school student Claudette Colvin refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama bus. She was jailed, but later was a plaintiff in a court case that ended Montgomery's segregated busing system. This biography, recommended for grades 6 through 12, tells her story.
Copper Sun/ Draper, Sharon. 2006, 302p

Includes bibliographical references. Two fifteen-year-old girls--one a slave and the other an indentured servant--escape their Carolina plantation and try to make their way to Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony that gives sanctuary to slaves.
Crispin : the Cross of Lead/ Avi. 2002, RL 5.3, 262p 
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.

Criss Cross/ Perkins Lynne Ray. 2005, RL 5.7, 337p

In this 2005 Newbery award winner, teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and feelings, question their identities, connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love.

Dangerous Engine/ Joan Dash. 2006, RL 5.8, 246p
A biography of eighteenth-century printer, scientist, revolutionary, and diplomat, Benjamin Franklin
Daniel Half Human and the Good Nazi/ Chotjewitz, David.  2004, RL YA, 298 p

Nothing excites thirteen-year-old Daniel and his best friend Armin more than the prospect of joining Hitler's youth movement. Then Daniel learns that his mother is Jewish. Chotjewitz convincingly presents not only Hitler's early allure but also many Germans' opposition to and revulsion for his rising power.

Dark Lord of Derkholm/ Jones, Diana Wynne. 2001, RL 5.0, 517p 
Derk, an unconventional wizard, and his magical family become involved in a plan to put a stop to the devastating tours of their world arranged by the tyrannical Mr. Chesney.

The Diary of a Young Girl/ Frank, Anne.  1929-1945, 1995, RL 7.3, 340p 
An adolescent Jewish girl chronicles her experiences over the years she and several others hid from the Nazis in a secret apartment before being discovered and sent to concentration camps. Includes entries previously omitted.

Driver's Ed/ Cooney, Caroline B.  1996, RL 5.2, 199p 
Three teenagers' lives are changed forever when they thoughtlessly steal a stop sign from a dangerous intersection and a young mother is killed in an automobile accident there.

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie/Jordan Sonnenblick
Eldest. / Paolini, Christopher. 2005, RL 7, 681p. (sequel to Eragon)

After successfully evading an Urgals ambush, Eragon is adopted into the Ingeitum clan and sent to finish his training so he can further help the Varden in their struggle against the Empire.
Ender's Game / Card Orson Scott. 1994, RL YA, 324 p.
Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth needs in its war 
against an alien enemy.

Eragon/ Paolini, Christopher. 2003, RL 5.8, 509p.
.In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters.

Fielder's Choice : a Novel/ Norman, Rick J.  1992, RL 5.3, 192p 
Jax is a kid who loves to pitch and for a brief while he realizes his dream of playing in the pros. Then in 1941, he finds himself in the Army Air Corps and later a prisoner of war.

Flush/ Carl Hiaasen/ Flush.  2005. RL 5.9, 263p

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home.


Ghost Soldier/ Alphin, Elaine Marie. 2001, RL 7.6, 216p 
Alexander, in North Carolina while his father decides whether to remarry and move there, meets the ghost of a Confederate soldier and helps him look for his family.

Girl in a Cage/ Yolen, Jane.  2002, RL 6.8, 234p 
As English armies invade Scotland in 1306, eleven-year-old Princess Marjorie, daughter of the newly crowned Scottish king, Robert the Bruce, is captured by England's King Edward Longshanks and held in a cage on public 

display.

A Girl Named Disaster/ Farmer, Nancy.  2003, c1996. RL 5.9, 309p 
While journeying to Zimbabwe, eleven-year-old Nhamo struggles to escape drowning and starvation and in so doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits.

The Golden Compass/ Pullman, Philip.  2002, RL 6.7, 399p 
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! : Voices from a Medieval Village / Laura Amy Schlitz ; illustrated by Robert Byrd. 2007, YA, 85p.
A collection of short one-person plays featuring characters, between ten and fifteen years old, who live in or near a thirteenth-century English manor.
Goose Chase/ Kindl, Patrice.  2001, RL 6.5, 214p 
Rather than marry a cruel king or a seemingly dim-witted prince, an enchanted goose girl endures imprisonment, capture by several ogresses, and other dangers, before learning exactly who she is.
Heroes Don’t Run/ Mazer Harry. 2005, RL 113p

To honor his father who died during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, seventeen-year-old Adam eagerly enlists in the Marines in 1944, survives boot camp, and faces combat on the tiny island of Okinawa.
Higher Power of Lucky/Patron, Susan. 2006. RL 5.8, 181p.

"A Richard Jackson book.";Includes bibliographical references. Fearing that her legal guardian plans to abandon her to return to France, ten-year-old aspiring scientist Lucky Trimble determines to run away while also continuing to seek the Higher Power that will bring stability to her life


Homeless Bird/ Whelan, Gloria.  2001, RL 5.3, 186p 
When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it.

Hoot / Carl Hiaasen
The House on the Gulf /Margaret Peterson Haddix. 2004, RL 5.0, 201p

A sixteen-year-old boy arranges a housesitting job for the summer, but he starts acting strangely after his family moves in, and his sister begins to suspect they are not supposed to be there.
Ice Drift/ Theodore Taylor. 2005, RL, 224p

After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that it is up to him to earn money to take care of himself and his father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean off the coast of Maine to try to catch a hugh bluefin tuna.

Kira-kira-Kadohata/ Cynthia. 2004. RL 4.9, 244p

Katie Takeshima worships her older sister, Lynn, who knows everything and takes care of Katie while their parents are working long hours in their small Georgia town in the late 1950s. But when Katie is 10, Lynn, 14, falls ill, and everything changes.

Knight's Wyrd/ Doyle, Debra. 1997, RL 6.9, 308p 
Will Odosson sets out on a series of dangerous adventures after a wizard predicts that he will meet his death before a year has passed.


Left for Dead : A Young Man's Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis / Nelson, 
Peter. 2002, RL 8.9, 201p 
Recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up and unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the record straight fifty-five years later.

The Lightning Thief/ Riordan, Rick. 2005, RL 4.9 377p

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy/ Schmidt, Gary D. 2005, RL 6.4, 219p

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot.


Lord of the Deep/ Salisbury, Graham. 2003, RL YA, 182p 
Working for his stepfather on a charter fishing boat in Hawaii teaches thirteen-year-old Mikey about fishing, and about taking risks, making sacrifices, and facing some of life's difficult choices.
March toward the thunder / Bruchac, Joseph, 2008,YA, 298 p
Includes bibliographical references (p. 297-298). Louis Nollette, a fifteen-year-old Abenaki Indian, joins the Irish Brigade in 1864 to fight for the Union in the Civil War.


The Midwife's Apprentice/ Cushman, Karen 1996, RL 6.0, 122p 
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world.


Notes from a Liar and Her Dog/ Choldenko, Gennifer.   2001, RL 8.3, 216p 
Eleven-year-old Ant, stuck in a family that she does not like, copes by pretending that her "real" parents are coming to rescue her, by loving her dog Pistachio, by volunteering at the zoo, and by bending the truth and telling lies.

Now You See It. Vande Velde, Vivian. 2005, YA, 275p

With Wendy's new glasses, she begins to see cheerful corpses, old crones disguised as teeny-boppers, and portals to another world--a place where everyone knows of the glasses' powers and will do anything they can to get them.
Odysseus in the Serpent Maze/ Yolen, Jane.  2002, RL 4.7, 248p 
Thirteen-year-old Odysseus, who longs to be a hero, has many opportunities to prove himself during an adventure which involves pirates and satyrs, a trip to Crete's Labyrinth, and the two young girls, Penelope and Helen, who play a major role in his future life.

One-handed catch/ Auch, Mary Jane. 2006, R.L.5, 248 p
After losing his hand in an accident in his father's butcher shop in 1946, sixth-grader Norman uses hard work and humor to learn to live with his disability and to succeed at baseball, art, and other activities.
The outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place/ Konigsburg, E. L. 2004, RL 5.3, 269 p 
Dumped at summer camp while her parents travel abroad, 12-year-old Margaret Rose Kane, whom readers first met as Connor's half-sister in Silent to the Bone (2000), opts out of activities by quoting Melville ("I prefer not to") and is quickly labeled "incorrigible." When her two doting, elderly uncles whisk her away from the hated camp, she blissfully anticipates helping to build and maintain the “ towers”, sculptures her uncles have constructed in their garden.


Owl in Love/ Kindl, Patrice. 1994, RL 6.3, 204p 
A fourteen-year-old girl, who can transform herself into an owl at will, discovers interesting new relationships with both humans and owls when she develops a crush on her science teacher.
Peace, locomotion/ Woodson, Jacqueline. 2010, RL 5, 134 p.
Through letters to his little sister, who is living in a different foster home, sixth-grader Lonnie, also known as "Locomotion," keeps a record of their lives while they are apart, describing his own foster family, including his foster brother who returns home after losing a leg in the Iraq War.
Peak/ Smith, Roland. 2007, YA, 246 p.

A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest


Pictures of Hollis Woods/ Giff, Patricia Reilly. 2002, RL 6.4, 166p 
A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers the only other time she was happy in a foster home, with a family that truly seemed to care about her.

Pieces of Georgia/ Jen Bryant. 2006, RL 4.4, 166p 

In journal entries to her mother, a gifted artist who died suddenly, thirteen-year-old Georgia McCoy reveals how her life changes after she receives an anonymous gift membership to a nearby art museum.

The Red Badge of Courage/ Crane, Stephen.  1983, RL 5.8, 138p 
During his service in the Civil War, a young Union soldier matures to manhood and finds peace of mind as he comes to grips with his conflicting emotions about war.

Remember D-day :The Plan, the Invasion, Survivor Stories/ Drez, Ronald J. 2004, RL 6.8, 61p
Illustrated with remarkably clear historical black-and-white photos and color images, this well-written, accurate, and detailed account of the Allied invasion of Nazi-controlled Europe skillfully uses primary and secondary documents to describe the operation that became the beginning of the end of Nazi Germany. The narrative includes firsthand accounts of Allied soldiers who survived.  Includes maps and a timeline.

The Rifle/ Paulsen, Gary. 1995, RL 6.8, 105p 
A priceless, handcrafted rifle, carried throughout the American Revolution, is passed down through the years until it fires on the fateful Christmas Eve of 1994

The River Between Us/ Peck, Richard.  2003, RL YA, 164p 
During the early days of the Civil War, the Pruitt family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have fled New Orleans to come north to Illinois.


The Ropemaker/ Dickinson, Peter.  2003, RL 8.0, 375p
When the magic that protects their Valley starts to fail, Tilja and her companions journey into the evil Empire to find the ancient magician Faheel, who originally cast those spells.

Sammy Keyes and the psycho Kitty Queen/ Van Draanen, Wendelin. 2004, RL 4.6, 293p
When cats begin to mysteriously disappear in Santa Martina, thirteen-year-old friends Sammy and Holly start snooping around town to find out what is happening. 
Savvy /Law, Ingrid. 2010, RL 6. 342p.

When cats begin to mysteriously disappear in Santa Martina, thirteen-year-old friends Sammy and Holly start snooping around town to find out what is happening. 

The Sea of Trolls/ Farmer, Nancy.  2005, R L4.2, 459p
Readers will want to sail through the pages to find out what happens to young Jack and his sister, Lucy, kidnapped from their homeland by a Viking crew led by Olaf One-Brow

Seek/ Fleischman, Paul. 2003, RL YA, 167p 
Rob becomes obsessed with searching the airwaves for his long-gone father, a radio announcer.

Silent to the Bone/ Konigsburg, E. L.  2002, RL 6.0, 261p 
When he is wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth about what really happened.

A Single Shard/ Park, Linda Sue.  2001, RL 6.7, 152p 
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.

Skybreaker/ Oppel, Kenneth. 2007, YA, 544p

Matt Cruse, a student at the Airship Academy, and Kate de Vries, a young heiress, team up with a gypsy and a daring captain, to find a long-lost airship, rumored to carry a treasure beyond imagination.
Snatched/ Hautman, Pete, RL4.0, 200 p,
Too curious for her own good, Roni, crime reporter for her high school newspaper, teams up with Brian, freshman science geek, to investigate the beating and kidnapping of a classmate. 

So B. It : a Novel / by Sarah Weeks. 2004, RL 5.2, 245 p.
After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.
Stand Tall/ Baurer, Joan.  2002, RL6.9, 182 p
Tree, a six-foot-three-inch twelve-year-old, copes with his parents' recent divorce and his failure as an athlete by helping his grandfather, a Vietnam vet and recent amputee, and Sophie, a new girl at school.
A Step from Heaven/ Na, An. 2002, RL 5.5, 160p 
A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America.

The Story of My Life/ Keller, Helen. 1880-1968, 2003, RL 7.7, 471p 
An autobiography of Helen Keller, written while she was a young woman, in which she tells of her early life, her relationship with her teacher Anne Sullivan, and her struggles to triumph over blindness and deafness.


Stowaway/ Hesse, Karen.  2002, RL 5.8, 315p 
A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook.

Striking Out/ Weaver, Will. 1993, RL 5.1, 272p 
Since the death of his older brother, thirteen-year-old Billy Baggs has had a distant relationship with his father, but life on their farm in Northern Minnesota begins to change when he starts to play baseball.

Stuck in Neutral/ Trueman, Terry.  2001, RL 6.7, 114p 
Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him.

Surviving the Applewhites/ Tolan, Stephanie S. 2002, RL 5.7, 216p 
Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had.

Swimming Upstream. Kristine O’Connell. 2002, RL 5.0, 79p

A collection of poems capture the feelings and experiences of a girl in middle school
Tangerine/ Bloor, Edward. 2001, RL YA, 294p 
Paul Fisher, a stellar soccer player despite being legally blind, finally comes into his own when his family moves to the strange town of Tangerine, Florida.

The Teacher's Funeral : a Comedy in Three Parts/ Peck, Richard. 2004, RL5.5, 190p          Within days of his teacher's (unlamented) passing, fifteen-year-old Russell finds himself an unwilling pupil of her replacement: his older sister Tansy. Set in 1904 rural Indiana, the novel recounts events at the one-room Hominy Ridge School in a highly comic style, but beneath the humor there are clear emotional currents that make the final chapter particularly moving.
Three Days/ Napoli, Donna Jo.  2003, RL 5.1, 151p 
Eleven-year-old Jackie, traveling with her father in Italy, finds herself in a dangerous situation when she is picked up by two men after her father dies suddenly of a heart attack, leaving her alone on an Italian highway.

Time Stops for No Mouse : A Hermux Tantamoq Adventure/ Hoeye, Michael.  2002, RL 6.0, 250p 
When Linka Perflinger, a jaunty mouse, brings a watch into his shop to be repaired and then disappears, Hermux Tantamoq is caught up in a dangerous search for eternal youth as he tries to find out what happened to her.

To Kill a Mockingbird/ Lee, Harper. 1982, 1960, RL 6.0, 281p 
Eight-year-old "Scout" Finch tells of life and prejudice in a small Alabama town where her father is a lawyer.
Travel Team/ Lupica, Mike. 2005, RL 5.3, 274p
After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his father once led to national prominence--twelve-year-old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory. 

The Trial. Jen Bryant. 2004, RL 6.7, 169 p
Living in Flemington, New Jersey, in 1935, twelve-year-old Katie Leigh Flynn describes, in a series of poems, the effect on her small town of the ongoing trial of Bruno Hauptmann for the kidnapping and murder of Charles Lindbergh's baby son.


True Believer/ Wolff, Virginia Euwer. 2002, c2001, RL 6.0, 264p 
Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it.

The Voice that Challenged a Nation : Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights /
Freedman, Russell. 2004, RL 6.3, 114 p.

Newbery medalist Freedman traces the career of renowned contralto Marian Anderson (1897-1993) from her Philadelphia childhood, when she first revealed her extraordinary voice in church choirs. Throughout, the author describes the racial discrimination Anderson frequently encountered as an African-American artist, as well as her role in the struggle for civil rights, a role defined by her dignified yet determined response to racism.


Walk Two Moons/ Creech, Sharon. 1996, 1994, RL 6.6, 280p 
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.
What I Call Life/ Wolfson, Jill. RL 2005.5.2, 270p.
Placed in a group foster home, eleven-year-old Cal Lavender learns how to cope with life from the four other girls who live there and from their storytelling guardian, the Knitting Lady.
When My Name was Keoko/ Park, Linda Sue. 2002, RL 5.7, 199p 
With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely.
When You Reach Me / Stead, Rebecca
Winner of the 2010 Newbery Medal! This novel tells the story of Miranda, a twelve year old girl living in New York City. Her best friend suddenly dumps her, but she makes a few new friends and shared her love for Madeleine L'Engle's novel, A Wrinkle in Time. When You Reach Me is an exceptionally well-written novel about caring, loss, and redemption. Recommended for ages 10 and up. (Adults love this book too!)

Whirligig/ Fleischman, Paul. 1998, RL YA, 133p 
While traveling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of the girl whose death he caused, sixteen-year-old Brian finds forgiveness and atonement.


The Year of the Hangman/ Blackwood, Gary L. 2002, RL YA,  261p 
In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from England to the American colonies, fifteen-year-old Creighton becomes part of developments in the political unrest there that may spell defeat for the patriots and change the course of history.
The Young Man and the Sea/Rodman Philbrick/. 2004. RL 5.6, 192p

After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that it is up to him to earn money to take care of himself and his father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean off the coast of Maine to try to catch a hugh bluefin tuna.
